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disciples for their bishops, and a great number of holy prelates came out
of his school who were burning and shining lamps in the church of God.
He was at the same time very careful to instruct his flock and inspire them
with the maxims of the gospel Many, moved by his exhortations,
embraced virginity to serve God in purity of heart without being divided
by the cares or pleasures of the world. In a short time the whole city of
Vercelli appeared inflamed with the fire of divine love which Jesus Christ
came to bring on earth, and which he ardently desired to see kindled in
all hearts. Convicted by the force of the truth which the zealous pastor
preached, persuaded by the sweetness and charity of his conduct, and
still more powerfully excited by his examples, sinners encouraged them-
selves to a change of their lives, and all were animated to advance more
and more in virtue. But his sanctity would have been imperfect without
the trial of persecutions.

The Arians governed all things by violence, under the authority of the
Arian Emperor Constantius. In 354, Pope Liberius deputed St Eusebius,
with Lucifer of Cagliari, to beg leave of that emperor, who passed the
winter at Aries, in Gaul, to assemble a free council1 Constantius agreed
to a council, which met at Milan in 355 whilst the emperor resided in
that city. Eusebius, seeing all things would be there carried on by violence
through the power of the Arians, though the Catholic prelates were more
numerous, refused to go to it till he was pressed by Liberius himself and
by his legates, Lucifer of Cagliari, Pancratius, and Hilary,2 in order to
resist the Arians, as St Peter had done Simon the magician. When he
was come to Milan, the Arians excluded him the council for the ten first
days. When he was admitted, he laid the Nicene Creed on the table, and
insisted on all signing that rule of faith before the cause of St Athanasius
should be brought to a hearing; for the chief drift of the heretics was to
procure, if possible, the condemnation of that most formidable champion
of the faith". Many were gained by the artifices of the Arians or intimidated
by the threats of the emperor, and signed the sentence which was pronounced
against him. The emperor sent for St Eusebius, St Dionysius, and Lucifer
of Cagliari, and pressed them to condemn Athanasius. They insisted upon
his innocence, and that he could not be condemned without being heard.
" I am his accuser/* said Constantius; " believe upon my word the charge
brought against him." The bishops answered, " This is not a secular
affair that requires your opinion as emperor." Constantius took them up
in anger, saying, " My will ought to pass for a rule. The bishops of Syria
are satisfied that it should be so. Obey, or you shall be banished." The
bishops represented to him that he must one day give an account to God
of his administration. The prince, in the transport of his rage, thought
once of putting them to death, but was content to banish them. Tb*
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